
“BE	Like	Christ	&	Do	Not	Fear!”	
Matthew	10:26-31	

March	22,	2026	
	

	
	

INTRO:		Name	some	of	Christ’s	most	de#ining	characteristics?	
	

(Don’t	ever	forget	His	courage	&	your	reason	for	living…	Hebrews	12:1-3a)	
	

Now	plug	that	into	your	understanding	of	Christ-likeness…	
	
	

PRAYER	
	
CONTEXT:	

Ø Gospel	of	Matthew	on	The	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	
Ø Digging	into	ch.	10	Christ’s	missional	discourse	

o Setting	standards	&	managing	expectations	
o Christ’s	call	is	for	Christians	to	BE	like	Christ.	

	
	
BIG	IDEA:			Christians are commanded     

         by Christ to fear God… 
       no one & nothing else.	

	
	
PREVIEW:	

1. 	Christ’s	Context	
2. 	Christ’s	Command	
3. 	Christ’s	ClariAication	



TEXT:	 	 	 		Matthew	10:26-31	

      26“Therefore, do not fear them, for (since/because) there is 
nothing concealed that will not be revealed, or hidden that will 
not be known. 27“What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the 
light; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon 
the housetops. 28“Do not fear those who kill the body but are 
unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell. 29“Are not two sparrows sold 
for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 
from your Father. 30“But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 31“So do not fear; you are more valuable than many 
sparrows. 

 

 
 

I. Christ’s	CONTEXT	
	

“Therefore…”	
 

Ø “Therefore,”	=	Everything	in	the	“next”	comes		
																											from	the	“previous.”	
o The	“previous”	was/is	the	causal	element	
o The	“next/now”	is	the	consequence…	
o The	“previous”	is	the	root…	next	is	the	fruit.	
o To	separate	these	two	is	contextually	wrong.	
o To	separate	these	two	is	context-corruption.	
o This	therefore	is	building	upon:	
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§ Jesus	called	&	taught	His	disciples	
§ Jesus	here	preps	His	disciples	to	be	sent	

• Sheep	in	the	midst	of	wolves	
• BE	shrewd	&	innocent	
• Will	be	SHOCKED	by	relationships	
• Will	be	betrayed,	handed	over,	hurt	
• Commanded	to	BE	truly	Christ-like	
• Including	BE-ing	treated	like	Christ	
	

o Today’s	therefore	=	
§ Do	NOT	FEAR	the	awful	wolves	
§ DO	FEAR	Almighty	God	

• Prove	your	relationship	with	fear	
is	righteous	by	loving	&	living	
FAITHFUL	OBEDIENCE	&	
imperfect	but	passionate	
CHRIST-LIKENESS!	

	
	
	

VIDEO:		Christ	calls	for	Christ-likeness	
(last	sermon	summary)	

	
	
	

	

II. Christ’s	COMMAND	
	

“Do	not	fear	them…”	
	
v.26b: EXHORTATION (a commanded warning wrapped in encouragement) 



Ø “do	not	fear	them,”	
	

o COMMAND:										(Biblical vs. Optional!) 

§ Do	NOT		
• Define	“do	not”	

o A	command	in	the	negative	
§ NOT	do	
§ do	NOT	

o To not obey God’s “do 
nots” is to do sin. 

• Describe	“do	not”	
o STOP!	
o Abstinence	–	stay	away	from	
o No more! 
o Elimination	of	what	was…	

• Defend	“do	not”	
o Do	not	by	God’s	grace	
o Do	not	for	God’s	glory	
o Do	not	in	God’s	power		
o Do	not	for	God’s	purpose	
o Do	not	in	God’s	promise	
o Do	not	as	God’s	people	
o Do	not	by	God’s	mercy	
o Do	not	for	God’s	mission	

	

§ Do	not	FEAR	
• DeAine	“fear”	

o Fear’s	deAinition	is	contingent	
o Context	is	critical	for	deAining	

§ Biblical	vs.	Cultural	
§ Eternal	vs.	Temporal	
§ Gospel	vs.	Super8icial	

	



• Describe	“fear/fearless”	
o Denying	vs.	Acknowledging	
o Faith-less	vs.	Faith-full	
o Disobeying	vs.	Obedience	

	

• Defend	“fearlessness”	
o Jesus	said	it,	that	settles	it!	
o #1	most	commanded	in	Bible	

	
§ Do	not	fear	THEM	

• Human	wolves	
• Religious	wolves	
• Government	wolves	
• Family	wolves	
• Society/Cultural	wolves	
• Any	&	ALL	of	God’s	adversaries	

	
§ Do not mistake or confuse not fearing 
them with a divine promise of physical, 
emotional, &/or cultural “safety.” 

• “Count	the	cost…”	
• “Blessed	to	be	hated	&	persecuted…”	
• “Sending	out	sheep	into	wolf	packs.”	
• “You	will	be	betrayed,	handed	over	
for	Hlogging	&	even	unto	death…”	

	
Christ’s heaven-bound, Christ-like family should 

never fear hell’s fires &/or Christ’s foes. 
 

A heart full of faith has no room for fear to fill in! 
And a fearful heart has room for more faith. 



III. Christ’s	CLARIFICATION	
	
(What is the “full duty of man?”) 
	

	
	

“Therefore,	do	not	fear	them,										
FOR/SINCE/BECAUSE…”	

	
	

1. Do not fear… 
 
A. 			Jesus	&	Justice	are	Coming!	

	
for/because	there	is	nothing	concealed	that	will	
not	be	revealed,	(and/or	there	is)	nothing	hidden				

that	will	not	be	known.	



o Jesus loves the lights on…  
o ALL-knowing, ALL-powerful Creator Christ 

knows the truth & has the power to bring all 
liars & hypocrites to eternal justice! 

o What is concealed & hidden on earth will 
be revealed, known, & made right in, for, & 
thru eternity! 

o God’s enemies are allowed to win “battles” 
but God’s body/family/army is guaranteed 
to win the war! 

	
	
													B.			Proclaim	The	Gospel	(no	matter	what)!	

	

“What	I	tell	you	in	the	darkness,	speak	in	the	light;	
and	what	you	hear	whispered	in	your	ear,			

proclaim	upon	the	housetops.	
	

Ø Bring	what	you	have	heard	&	learned	in	every	
place	to	every	place	you	go…	

Ø Take	the	softest	whisper	&	proclaim	it	with	
boldness…	

Ø Take	it	to	where	you	know	it	will	spread…	
	
	
 

2. Do not fear AND DO fear 
 
Ø “Do	not	fear	(them)	who	kill	the	body	but	are	
unable	to	kill	the	soul;		



Ø but	rather	
	

Ø (DO)	fear	Him	who	is	able	to	destroy	both	
soul	and	body	in	hell.	

	
	

VIDEO:	
“How	Does	The	Bible	Speak	About	Fear?”	

	
	

Fear	&	concern	are	not	the	same	thing…	
Being	commanded:	“Do	not	fear”	is	not	the	same	as:	“Do	
not	be	concerned.”	Remember,	Jesus	sweat	blood	in	the	

Garden	of	Gethsemane	as	He	prayed	&	prepared	
Himself	for	His	cross	&	crucifixion.	

	
	

Fear NOT = don’t STOP! 
 

Fear well = GO! tell… Go Show & Tell! 

	
	
	

3. Do not fear... 
	

Christians never need to fear because we are 
favored by The Omni-Creator Who  

loves His family! 



Ø “Are	not	two	sparrows	sold	for	a	cent?	
And	yet	not	one	of	them	will	fall	to	the	
ground	apart	from	your	Father.		
	

Ø 	30“But	the	very	hairs	of	your	head	are	all	
numbered.		

	

Ø 31“So	do	not	fear;	you	are	more	valuable	
than	many	sparrows.	

	
	
Christ is sovereign AND Christians are special! 

 
 

Ø All	of	humanity	are	God’s	image-bearers…	BUT…	
o Image-bearing	is	not	the	same	as	God-loving	
o Image-bearing	is	not	cross-carrying…	
o Kingdom	visitors	are	not	kingdom	citizens.	
o God’s	family	“guests”	are	not	God’s	family.	
o Christ	was	crystal	clear:	

• Christians	are:	
o Selected	
o Set	apart	
o Saved	
o SanctiAied	
o Sent	as	sacriAicing	servants.	

• Christians	are	His	righteousness!	
	

Christ is powerful AND so are His Christians! 
Christ	is	providential	AND	Christians	are	protected!	
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REVIEW:	
	
Who,	what,	where,	when,	why,	&	how	do/don’t	you	fear?	

	
	

Christian love & living calls for 
Christ-like courage & commitment. 

	
	
	

Ø Christ’s	Context,	Command,	&	ClariWication…	
Ø Think	of	it	as	REALIZE,	REMEMEMBER,	&	REPEAT	
Ø Remember	the	CONTEXT…	

o PRE-text		&		POST-text	



o THIS-text	FITS	as	a	part	of	a	bigger	whole…	
§ See	BOTH	the	piece	AND	the	whole…	
§ Learn	the	paragraph	AND	the	story…	
§ Embrace	the	macro	for/from	the	micro		
§ Embrace	the	micro	for/from	the	macro	

	
	
CLOSE:	
	

Ø Consider	Luke	12:1-12	in	your	takeaway…	
o Jesus	is	sharing	with	thousands…	

 
 

Fear & faith are like oil & water! 
 

 
 

Sinful fear & saving/sanctifying faith   
are eternal enemies! 

 
 
 

It’s	one	thing	not	to	hit	Christ-likeness	perfectly	
(that’s	called	sanctification).		It’s	another	thing	all	
together	to	not	aim	at	Christ-likeness	passionately	

-	THAT’s	called	rebellious	SIN	&	a	love-LESS	
lukewarmness	that	Christ	said	He	WILL	vomit/spit	
out	of	His	mouth	into	the	fires	of	an	eternal	HELL.	

 



Christians are commanded by Christ 
to fear God… no one & nothing else. 

Ø Think	about	Noah	&	his	neighbors…	
Ø Think	about	Abraham	with	Isaac…	
Ø Think	about	Stephen	being	stoned	to	death…	
Ø Think	about	Paul’s	perseverance…	
Ø Think	of	the	early	Church…	(Heb.11)	
Ø Think	of	the	persecuted	Church	today…	
Ø Think of Christ!	(Hebrews	12:1-3a)	

	
 

It’s not that you have to be perfectly fear-less… 
you just need to BE passionately faith-FULL. 

	
	
Perfection is not required but passion is! 
 
 

Because Christians are FAVORED…       
we don’t ever have to be fearful! 

	
Ecclesiastes	12:13	

 fearing God and keeping His commandments 
is the "whole duty of man". 

(and	one	of	His	commandments	is	to	fear	not!)	

	
	

PRAYER	



STUDY	NOTES:	
	

Matthew	10:1-42		
(all	NASB)	

 
The Twelve Disciples; Instructions for Service 
 

      1Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 

      2Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the 
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, the one who 
betrayed Him. 

      5These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: “Do not go in the way 
of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; 6but rather go to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. 7“And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.’ 8“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you 
received, freely give. 9“Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money belts, 10or 
a bag for your journey, or even two coats, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy 
of his support. 11“And whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is worthy in it, and 
stay at his house until you leave that city. 12“As you enter the house, give it your 
greeting. 13“If the house is worthy, give it your blessing of peace. But if it is not worthy, 
take back your blessing of peace. 14“Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your 
words, as you go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet. 15“Truly I 
say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 
judgment than for that city. 

 
 

A Hard Road before Them 
 

      16“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents 
and innocent as doves. 17“But beware of men, for they will hand you over to the courts 
and scourge you in their synagogues; 18and you will even be brought before governors 
and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. 19“But when they 
hand you over, do not worry about how or what you are to say; for it will be given you in 
that hour what you are to say. 20“For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your 
Father who speaks in you. 

      21“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up 
against parents and cause them to be put to death. 22“You will be hated by all because 
of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved. 
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      23“But whenever they persecute you in one city, flee to the next; for truly I say to you, 
you will not finish going through the cities of Israel until the Son of Man comes. 

 
 

The Meaning of Discipleship 
 

      24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master. 25“It is enough 
for the disciple that he become like his teacher, and the slave like his master. If they 
have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign the 
members of his household! 

      26“Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be 
revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27“What I tell you in the darkness, speak in 
the light; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops. 28“Do 
not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is 
able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29“Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? 
And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30“But the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. 31“So do not fear; you are more valuable than many 
sparrows. 

      32“Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before 
My Father who is in heaven. 33“But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him 
before My Father who is in heaven. 

      34“Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, 
but a sword. 35“For I came to SET A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, AND A 

DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER-IN-LAW; 36and A MAN’S ENEMIES WILL BE THE MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD. 

      37“He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who 
loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38“And he who does not take 
his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39“He who has found his life will lose 
it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it. 

 
 

The Reward of Service 
 

      40“He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent 
Me. 41“He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s 
reward; and he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall 
receive a righteous man’s reward. 42“And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one 
of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose 
his reward.” 
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FEAR:	
5399. phobeó ► 

Lexical Summary 
phobeó: To fear, be afraid, reverence 

Original Word: φοβέω 
Part of Speech: Verb 
Transliteration: phobeó 
Pronunciation: fo-beh'-o 
Phonetic Spelling: (fob-eh'-o) 
KJV: be (+ sore) afraid, fear (exceedingly), reverence 
NASB: afraid, fear, frightened, fearing, feared, am afraid, fearful 
Word Origin: [from G5401 (φόβος - fear)] 
 
1. to frighten 
2. (passively) to be alarmed 
3. (by analogy) to be in awe of, i.e. revere 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
to fear 

From phobos; to frighten, i.e. (passively) to be alarmed; by analogy, to be in awe of, i.e. Revere -
- be (+ sore) afraid, fear (exceedingly), reverence. 

see GREEK phobos 

HELPS Word-studies 

Cognate: 5399 phobéō – to fear, withdraw (flee) from, avoid. See 5401 (phobos). 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
from phobos 
Definition 
to put to flight, to terrify, frighten 
NASB Translation 
afraid (39), am afraid (2), awestruck (1), fear (27), feared (5), fearful (2), fearing (6), fears (2), 
frightened (7), have...fear (1), respects (1), terrified (1). 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 5399: φοβέω 
 
φοβέω, φόβῳ: passive, present φοβοῦµαι; imperfect ἐφοβούµην; 1 
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aorist ἐφοβήθην; future φοβηθήσοµαι; (φόβος); from Homer down; to terrify, 
frighten, Wis. 17:9; to put to flight by terrifying (to scare away). Passive: 

1. to be put to flight, to flee (Homer). 

2. to fear, be afraid; the Sept. very often for ָארֵי ; absolutely to be struck with fear, to be 
seized with alarm: of those who fear harm or injury, Matthew 10:31; Matthew 14:30; Matthew 
25:25; Mark 5:33, 36; Mark 10:32; Mark 16:8; Luke 8:50; Luke 12:7, 32; John 12:15; John 
19:8; Acts 16:38; Acts 22:29; (Romans 13:4); Hebrews 13:6; 1 John 4:18; opposed 
to ὑψηλοφρονεῖν, Romans 11:20; of those startled by strange sights or occurrences, Matthew 
14:27; Matthew 17:7; Matthew 28:5, 10; Mark 6:50; Luke 1:13, 30; Luke 2:10; Luke 9:34; ( L in 
brackets); John 6:19, 20; Acts 18:9; Acts 27:24 (but in the last two passages perhaps the 
exhortation has a wider reference); Revelation 1:17; with σφόδρα added, Matthew 
17:6; Matthew 27:54; of those struck with amazement, (Matthew 9:8 L T Tr WH); Mark 
5:15; Luke 5:10; Luke 8:25, 35. with an accusative of the contents (cognate accusative) 
(see ἀγαπάω, under the end): φόβον µέγαν, literally, to 'fear a great fear,' fear 
exceedingly, Mark 4:41; Luke 2:9 (1 Macc. 10:8); φόβον αὐτῶν, the fear which they inspire 
(see φόβος, 1), 1 Peter 3:14 (Isaiah 8:12; τοῦ Τανταλου, to be filled with the same fear as 
Tantalus, Schol. ad Euripides, Or. 6); with the synonymous πτόησιν (which see), 1 Peter 
3:6. τινα, to fear one, be afraid of one, lest he do harm, be displeased, etc.: Matthew 
10:26; Matthew 14:5; Matthew 21:26, 46; Mark 11:18, 32 (cf. Buttmann, § 151, 11); ; Luke 
19:21; Luke 20:19; Luke 22:2; John 9:22; Acts 5:26 (cf. Buttmann, § 139, 48; Winer's Grammar, 
505 (471)); ; Romans 13:3; Galatians 2:12; τόν Θεόν, God, the judge and avenger, Matthew 
10:28; Luke 12:5; Luke 23:40 (Exodus 1:17, 21; 1 Samuel 12:18); τί, to fear danger from 
something, Hebrews 11:23, 27; to fear (dread to undergo) some suffering, Revelation 2:10. in 
imitation of the Hebrew ( ארֵיָ ןמִ  ), followed by ἀπό τίνος (cf. Buttmann, § 147, 3): Matthew 
10:28; Luke 12:4 (Jeremiah 1:8, 17; Jeremiah 10:2; Leviticus 26:2; 1 Macc. 2:62 1 Macc. 
8:12; Judges 5:23), as in the Greek writings, φοβοῦµαι µή, to fear lest, with the subjunctive 
aorist: Acts ( L T Tr WH); ; µήπως, lest perchance, Acts 27:29 (here L µήπω (which see 2), 
others µήπου (which see)); 2 Corinthians 11:3; 2 Corinthians 
12:20; φοβηθῶµεν (equivalent to let us take anxious care) µήποτε τίς δοκῇ, lest anyone 
may seem (see δοκέω, 2 at the end), Hebrews 
4:1; φοβοῦµαι ὑµᾶς, µήπως κεκοπίακα, Galatians 4:11 (see µήπως, 1 
b.); φοβοῦµαι with an infinitive to fear (i. e. hesitate) to do something (for fear of 
harm), Matthew 1:20; Matthew 2:22; Mark 9:32; Luke 9:45 (for numerous examples in the 
Greek writings from Aeschylus down see Passow, under the word, 2, vol. ii., p. 2315{a}; 
(Liddell and Scott, under the word, Buttmann, II. 4)). 

3. to reverence, venerate, to treat with deference or reverential obedience: τινα, Mark 
6:20; Ephesians 5:33; τόν Θεόν, used of his devout worshippers, Luke 1:50; Luke 18:2, 
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4; Acts 10:2, 22, 35; (Colossians 3:22 Rec.); 1 Peter 2:17; Revelation 14:7; Revelation 19:5; 
also τόν κύριον, Colossians 3:22 (G L T Tr WH); Revelation 
15:4; τό ὄνοµα τοῦ Θεοῦ, Revelation 11:18 (Deuteronomy 4:10; Deuteronomy 
5:29; Deuteronomy 6:2, 13, 14; Deuteronomy 13:4; Deuteronomy 14:22(23); Proverbs 
3:7; Psalm 33:10 (), and many other passages; very often in Sir., cf. Wahl, Clavis Apocr. V. T., 
under the word, at the end); οἱ φοβούµενοι τόν Θεόν specifically, of proselytes: Acts 
13:16, 26 (see σέβω). Compare: ἐκφοβέω. [SYNONYMS: ἐκπλήσσεσθαι to be 
astonished, properly, to be struck with terror, of a sudden and startling alarm; but, like 
our astonish in popular use, often employed on comparatively slight occasions, and even then 
with strengthening particles (as σφόδρα Matthew 19:25, ὑπερπερισσῶς Mark 
7:37); πτόειν to terrify, to agitate with fear; τρέµειν, to tremble, predominantly 
physical; φόβειν to fear, the general term; often used of a protracted state. Cf. Schmidt, 
chapter 139.] 
 
 

Topical Lexicon 
Semantic Range and Nuances 

Strong’s Greek 5399 (phobeō) moves along a spectrum from healthy reverence to crippling 
terror. Context determines whether the term conveys (1) worshipful awe toward God, (2) prudent 
caution, or (3) faith-less dread. The same root can therefore describe the holy fear that produces 
obedience (Philippians 2:12) and the servile fear that paralyses (Matthew 25:25). 

Old Testament and Second Temple Background 

In the Septuagint phobeō commonly translates ָארֵי  (yārē’), the foundational “fear of the LORD.” 
This covenant motif joins love and obedience (Deuteronomy 10:12), shaping Israel’s worship. 
By the first century “God-fearing” (Acts 10:2; 13:16) had become a technical description of 
Gentiles attracted to Israel’s monotheism and ethics without full proselytism, preparing the soil 
for gospel proclamation. 

Fear as Reverence Toward God 

Jesus restores true fear by directing attention to God alone: “But I will show you whom you 
should fear: fear the One who, after you have been killed, has authority to throw you into hell” 
(Luke 12:5). Revelation echoes the call to every nation: “Fear God and give Him glory, because 
the hour of His judgment has come” (Revelation 14:7). Such fear is never irrational; it is the 
sober recognition of divine holiness and sovereignty that nurtures worship (Revelation 15:4) and 
righteous living (Colossians 3:22). 

Fear in Relation to Christ the Messiah 
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The disciples’ journey exposes misplaced fear and invites faith. When the storm is stilled “they 
were terrified and asked one another, ‘Who is this? Even the wind and the sea obey Him!’” 
(Mark 4:41). Yet moments of dread are answered with messianic assurance: “Do not be afraid; 
only believe” (Mark 5:36). Post-resurrection appearances carry the same refrain (Matthew 
28:5,10), proving that the risen Lord, not hostile powers, commands the believer’s destiny. 

Fear as Dread or Cowardice to be Overcome 

Herod feared public opinion (Matthew 14:5); Pilate feared Caesar (John 19:8); the council feared 
the crowds (Acts 5:26). Such fear enslaves, distorts judgment, and opposes the purposes of God. 
The parable of the talents unmasks this bondage: “So I was afraid and went out and hid your 
talent in the ground” (Matthew 25:25). Scripture consistently contrasts this fruitless fear with 
courageous obedience born of faith (Hebrews 11:23,27). 

Pastoral and Discipleship Implications 

Commands in the imperative present—“Stop being afraid” (Matthew 10:28,31; Luke 12:32)—
present fearlessness as an ongoing discipline. The pastor equips believers to replace anxiety with 
reverent confidence through: 
• Sound doctrine: grounding hearts in the character of God (Hebrews 13:6). 
• Prayer: the antidote to alarm (Philippians 4:6-7; cf. Acts 27:24). 
• Mutual encouragement: perfect love within the body “drives out fear” (1 John 4:18). 

Evangelistic and Missional Contexts 

Luke highlights “God-fearing” Gentiles (Acts 10:2; 13:26) whose awakened conscience responds 
readily to the gospel. Today the term guides mission strategy toward seekers already sensitised to 
transcendence. Conversely, Galatians 2:12 warns against compromising truth out of fear of 
human opinion—an ever-present temptation in cross-cultural ministry. 

Eschatological and Worship Dimensions 

Reverent fear undergirds apocalyptic vision. Nations that refuse to fear God incur wrath 
(Revelation 11:18), whereas the heavenly multitude exults: “Praise our God, all you His servants 
… you who fear Him” (Revelation 19:5). Thus fear becomes eschatological alignment—either 
joyful submission or rebellious horror. 

Illustrative Passages 

Luke 12:5 – holy fear directed to God alone. 

Acts 10:2 – “God-fearing” Cornelius prepared for salvation. 

Mark 5:36 – fear displaced by faith in Christ. 
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Hebrews 4:1 – a cautionary fear lest any “seem to have fallen short.” 

Revelation 14:7 – universal summons to fear God in light of final judgment. 

Summary and Theological Reflection 

Phobeō uncovers the heart’s object of ultimate concern. Scripture never denies the emotion of 
fear; it redirects it. Rightly ordered, fear honors God, produces wisdom, and energizes mission. 
Disordered, it muzzles testimony and spurns grace. The gospel therefore both instills and expels 
fear: instills awe before the Holy One, expels dread through the perfect love revealed at the cross 
and guaranteed by the resurrection. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Ecclesiastes	12:13	
 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 concludes that fearing God and keeping His commandments 
is the "whole duty of man". This means having profound reverence, awe, and 
respect for God, acknowledging His sovereignty, and obeying Him because all 
actions will be judged. It represents the ultimate purpose and meaning in life.  

 
Meaning of Fearing God and Keeping Commandments 

• Fear God: This does not mean terror, but rather a deep, reverential awe, respect 
for His power, and acknowledging Him as Creator. 

• Keep His Commandments: This signifies obedience to God’s laws, which is 
viewed as the practical application of loving and respecting Him. 

• The Whole Duty of Man 

 This phrase indicates that this is the final, comprehensive obligation and 
purpose for all humanity, summarizing the wisdom of the book.  

Context within Ecclesiastes 
• Final Conclusion: After exploring the vanity of life, pleasure, and wealth, Solomon 

concludes that only fearing God brings true meaning. 
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• Judgment: The command is linked to the belief that God will judge every action, 
both good and evil. 

• Life Application: Fearing God allows people to enjoy the life they have been 
given, knowing that they are secure in His hands. 

• Key Verse: "Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear 
God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind." 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13, NIV). 	
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